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WHAT IS GLYPHOSATE? 
 

One of the world’s most widely used 
broad-spectrum herbicides, glyphosate 
accounts for around 25% of the global 

herbicide market. 
 

Frequently used in agriculture as a 
simple, cost-effective way of controlling 
weeds that could otherwise persist for 

years. Glyphosate is also commonly used 
for weed control in gardens and public 

areas. 

First introduced in 1974 under the trade name “Roundup”, 
glyphosate has since been marketed under a number of 
different trade names in hundreds of ‘plant protection’ 

products around the world. 
 

Statistics of 2014 in the United Kingdom show that    
2,241,105ha of land are treated with glyphosate (a total of 

1910,524kg of product); a 3,000% increase in 20 years. (1) 
 

It is applied to a wide range of food crops including cereals, 
oilseed rape, field beans, sunflowers, grain maize, sugar beet 

and grassland.  
 

Pesticide residues in UK bread have risen from 28.24% in 2001 
to 63.43% in 2013. That would equate to three out of every 

five non-organic bread products on the market. (2) 
 

That means it is in the food that most of us consume daily. 
 

Sources:  

1: https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/pusstats/myresults.cfm;  https://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/glyphosatedebate. 

2: http://www.panuk.org/files/Pesticides%20in%20Your%20Daily%20Bread%20guide%20%20FINAL%20%281%29.pdf.
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GLYPHOSATE IN HUMANS 
 
 

 

 

 

Prof. Gilles 

Seralini and his 

team of the 

University of 

Caen proved 

that even small 

amounts of 

Roundup lead to 

death of human 

cell  cultures. (5) 

 
Research by the 

University of  
Leipzig found 

glyphosate  over  
the drinking water 

limit in all urine 
samples. None  of 
the examinees had 
direct contact with 

agriculture. (3) 
 
 

Links to Alzheimer's, 

Cancer, Autism, 

Birth Defects, 

Brain Cancer, Gluten 

Intolerance, Obesity, 

Colitis, Heart 

Disease, 

Liver Disease, IBS, 

Parkinson, Obesity, 

Infertility, Aggression 

&  Depression! (6) 

 

High levels of 

glyphosate were 

found in 3 out of 

10 American women's 

breast milk. Surveyed 

mums were mostly 

aware of glyphosate 

and actively avoiding 

it. (4) 

 

Around 44% of 

samples from 18 

EU countries 

contained 

significant 

glyphosate 

residues. The UK 

ranked 3rd highest 

(70% of 

participants). (7) 
 
 

 

 

Sources: 

3: http://www.omicsonline.org/openaccess/detectionofglyphosateresiduesinanimalsandhumans21610525.1000210.pdf. 
4: http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/yesmaam/pages/774/attachments/original/1396803706/Glyphosate_Final    
in_the_breast_milk_of_American_women_Draft6_.pdf?1396803706. 
5: http://www.gmoseralini.org/wpcontent/uploads/2012/11/seralini2009.pdf. 
6: http://ecowatch.com/2015/01/23/healthproblemslinkedtomonsantoroundup/. 
7: http://www.foeeurope.org/sites/default/files/glyphosate_studyresults_june12.pdf.

http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/yesmaam/pages/774/attachments/original/1396803706/Glyphosate
http://www.foeeurope.org/sites/default/files/glyphosate_studyresults_june12.pdf


 

Agri-activism UK 

 

GLYPHOSATE & SOIL 
Glyphosate is found to stay in soil for a long time. It inhibits 

useful bacteria and algae, thus increasing the incidence of 

harmful fungi. In addition, glyphosate can cause 

micronutrients, especially Manganese, to become unavailable 

and thus inhibit photosynthesis. A similar process is suspected 

to take place in the digestive tract of humans and animals. (8) 

 
A major study on the differences between organic and 

conventional food reported by the Guardian concluded that 

pesticides were found four times more often on conventional 

fruit, vegetables and cereals. (9) 

 

GLYPHOSATE  & BEES 

Bees chronically exposed to glyphosate 

within recommended levels suffered 

reduced sensitivity to glucose and 

learning performance. Learning & short 

term memory was also impaired with 

acute exposure. Foraging was unaffected, 

which may mean that foraging bees could 

supply nectar with glyphosate traces to 

the hive, accumulating it in honey, and 

causing negative colony performance. 

(10) 
 

Sources: 

8: http://www.nvlv.nl/downloads/2012Krueger,%20Mglyphosate%20effects.pdf. 

9: http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/jul/17/pesticideresiduebreadsukcrops. 

10: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25063858.

http://www.nvlv.nl/downloads/2012
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25063858
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WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

> Don’t use chemicals containing glyphosate for your garden: 

instead use natural and safer remedies of white vinegar, salt 

and washing-up liquid (search for ‘DIY herbicide’ online).  

 
> Ask your supermarket to stop selling herbicides 

containing glyphosate and food that was grown by 

using it. 

> Purchase food from your local organic producers 

since organic systems don’t rely on chemicals. 

> Support community initiatives, such as 

community food hubs, food assemblies and more. 

 
> Read more on the matter and discuss with people around 
you to raise awareness and work towards solutions. 

 
> Ask your political representatives to call on the government 

to provide more support for organic production in the UK. 

 
> Support organisations such as the Pesticide Action Network 

UK, Garden Organic, the Soil Association and the Real Bread 

Campaign who are campaigning to make real changes in the 

way food is produced. 

 

> Let’s collectively move away from a chemical-based food 

industry towards a safer and more natural food supply! 


